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Premise: Communication

. To the Ed i tor

It was won der ful see ing
how THEMA in spired word 
art ists on this par tic u lar
prem ise [We Thought He’d
Never Leave, THEMA 3:27, 
2015]. Your fore word in “A
Neigh borly Visit” was a
sur pris ingly hu mor ous ex -
am ple. Pres ently, my fa vor -
ite piece is “The
Bound less.” I’ve found
Erzsébet Gilbert’s writ ing
style highly en gag ing: lyr i -
cal and full of bril liant im -
ag ery. As a writer, it made
me some what jeal ous. With -
out doubt, “The Bound less” 
has been the shin ing jewel
of this is sue for me so far.

— Vaughn Wright
Huntingdon, PA 

/

I would n’t be writ ing these
sto ries [in The Printer’s out
of Ink, and other is sues] if it 
were n’t for you.  And I
don’t say that lightly. I have 
no idea where these sto ries
come from. You give me a
theme, I just start typ ing
(and re typ ing and re typ ing!) 
and there they are.  The
re-writ ing I know about...
but the orig i nal thoughts,
where they em a nate from,
how they evolve... com -
pletely brain chem i cal. 

— Leslie Lewinter-Suskind
Sac ra mento, CA 

///

! Au thors’ Notes

Your cur rent theme “Golden 
Is n’t Si lent” struck a spark.
I en joy the chal lenge of
writ ing with those words in
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mind, and I am en clos ing
the re sult ing short story,
“Bless Her Heart.” To quote
my hus band (and other bril -
liant minds), you can say
any thing if you fol low it
with that bene dic tion.

— Char lotte Schreck Burns

!

I am in clud ing this story
[“Sav ing Je sus”] based on a
mem ory from Kan sas. I
spent the first nine years of
my life in a place called
Plevna, Kan sas. It is al most
in the cen ter of the con ti nen -
tal United States. If you
Google it and drag the lit tle
man down to street level you 
will see that it is not a very
lovely or ro man tic place. It
is very small and dusty, and
the one store that used to be
there has burned down and
never re placed. The church
is still there and the par son -
age is in the same place, but
a newer ver sion. Even
though this place does not
look so lovely and per haps
the peo ple were far more
con ser va tive than we were, I 

have my fond est mem o ries
of this place.

Af ter we moved to up state
New York we be came out -
sid ers. I do not have de lu -
sions of mov ing back there. 
I live just a few min utes
from the beach and the
Puget Sound now and I
have a yard full of Douglas
fir trees and ferns. I love
the rain and the mist and
the grey skies, and I love
my Seahawks. If I were to
move back to such a dry
place, the webs be tween
my toes would dry out and
fall off.

I am also not re li gious any -
more, but of ten I yearn for
that lit tle per son I used to
be who be lieved ab so lutely
ev ery thing and for the
church fam ily I was a part
of.

— Sky An drews Gerspacher 
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