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Sec ond thoughts...

Did I have sec ond thoughts about start ing a lit er ary jour nal
called THEMA, back in 1988? Of course! What did I know
about pub lish ing a lit er ary jour nal? Noth ing. My job was
to edit med i cal manu scripts for pub li ca tion in var i ous
med i cal jour nals. But the chal lenge had been sent to
friends—write a story us ing the theme: For tune Cook ies.
How would the sto ries dif fer? The cre ative chal lenge is de -
scribed here: http://themaliterarysociety.com/about.html.
We did it; it was fun. What to do with the sto ries? That’s
when the idea came to me, to pub lish our ef forts in the form 
of a lit er ary jour nal.

Here’s where the sec ond thoughts in truded in my mind.
Should I do this? What did I know about pub lish ing a lit er -
ary journal? (Noth ing... I al ready told you!) What would
hap pen if I did it?

Then it hit me. Third thoughts: What would hap pen if I
did n’t do it? Would I al ways won der “What if?”

So now THEMA is in the mid dle of its 29th year! I like to
tell peo ple that I was only eight years old when I started
this adventure, but for some rea son, no body be lieves me.

—VHoward


